
Soft Hearts and Open Hands 

Deuteronomy 15 
 

Theme: God calls us, because of His grace to us in 

Christ, to have soft hearts and open hands to 

the poor and disadvantaged. 

  

1) The Sabbath Year Release 

A) The _______ and the _______ (vv.4&11) 

B) Jesus the ________ Release (Luke 4:18-19) 
 

2) Attitudes Toward the Poor (v.7-11)   

Give with soft hearts and open hands 

A) Avoid a __________ Mind 

B) Avoid a ___________ eye 

C) Avoid __________________ 

 

3) Freedom for the debt–slave (vv.12-18) 
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Small Group Questions 
  

1. In your own words, explain what the “release” in vv1&2 was about. 

How many times does the word appear in these two verses? 

2. Discuss as a group the seeming contradiction in vv.4&11.  AS you 

discuss, consider these two questions for discussion: 

a. What is the condition put on the elimination of poverty in v.5? 

b. What is the reality that stands in the way of eliminating poverty 

suggested by v.9? What would be the temptation of a creditor 

according to v.9? 

3. Read Luke 4:16-21. How does Jesus become the fulfillment of the 

release described in Deut. 15? 

4. What was to motivate slave holders to be gracious in the release of 

debt-slaves? See v.15.  How should this same motivation apply to how 

we treat the disadvantaged and needy? 

5. What are some excuses we often make for not helping the 

disadvantaged? 

6. Does v.11 suggest we should judge whether or not people deserve help?  

7. How does the overall emphasis of the text affirm having soft hearts and 

open hands in ministering to the disadvantaged? See 1Tim.6:17-19  
 

RESPOND 

In a world of poverty and need where we wrestle with what should be and 

what actually is, how can we make a difference as believers? Where 

does the text suggest we start? See Gal. 6:9-10; 1Jn.3:17-18 
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