
Ready for the Lord’s Return 

Luke 12:35-48 
 

Theme:  Being prepared for Christ's return and the final 

judgment. 
 

1) THE CALL TO BE READY (vv.35-40) 

A) Be _________ for action.  (v.35a) 

B) Keep your _______ burning. (v35b) 

C) Jesus will come back to: 

a. The prepared as a loving ________. 

b. The unprepared as a _______. 
 

2) OUR FINAL REWARDS OR JUDGMENT       

(vv.41-48) 

A) The __________ servant.  (vv.42-44) 

B) The ____________ servant. (vv.45-46) 

C) The _____________ servant. (v.47) 

D) The __________ servant. (v.48a) 
 

3) A FINAL WORD OF CAUTION (v.48b) 

A) Greater the knowledge, greater the 

________________ 
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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. Describe what it means for a believer to be “dressed for 

action”? v.36-38. See also  Exodus 12:11 and Luke 17:8.  

What are some loose areas that might prevent, impede, or 

hinder our spiritual mobility? 

2. What does the term, “keep our lamps burning” mean?  See 

Exodus 27:20, Leviticus 24:2 and Matthew 25:1-13.  In what 

ways can we maintain our own lights burning? 

3. Jesus said He would return to us as a loving master or as a 

thief. v.39 Why would he use this analogy?  Can you 

describe what it feels like to be burglarized?  How can a 

person prevent his house from being broken into?  What 

spiritual significance can we attach to this? 

4. Regarding the believer's rewards, 3x Jesus said the faithful 

servant would be “blessed”, v37, v38 and v43.  What does 

that word imply of the believer's state upon being found 

faithful? And what did Jesus mean by saying that He would 

also be made “ruler over all that He has” in v.44? 

5. What is the unfaithful servant's punishment?  What were the 

reasons for this severe punishment?  V.45-46.  See also Mat 

24:51 for a parallel passage. 

6. Can a true believer remain indifferent to the call to serve in 

the body of Christ or in his/her local church?   V47.  James 

2:23-24.  1 Cor 12:7,11.  Eph 4:7, 1Peter 4:10. 
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