
Jesus and Zacchaeus: Who is seeking who? 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
The theme of this section is salvation.  It outlines Jesus’ mission that he accomplished in 

the first century on his way to Jerusalem and that he is still accomplishing today – 
seeking and saving the lost. 

 
4 Foundational Truths About Salvation: 
 

1) The Sovereignty of God in Salvation (v.1–5) 
A) The _____________ of the work of grace is entirely taken by ________. 
B) It was not so much that ______________ was seeking Jesus but that 

________ was seeking him. 
C) The __________ seeking is always ________ (Gen. 3:9-11) 
D) Theological Necessity: 

 Profoundly and hopelessly ______ before God as a sinner (Eph. 2:1-3) 

 Profoundly ____________ from God because of our sin 
 

2) The Universality of the Offer of Salvation (v.7) 
A) Is the gospel for a restricted company of people? 
B) God’s salvation is not only restricted to the ____________ and to the 

____________, but God has chosen the ___________ and there is no one 
too _________ ____ _______for the Saviour to seek. 

C) There are no ___________ to coming to and receiving Jesus. 
 

3) The Responsibility of a Person in Receiving Salvation (v.6) 
A) Jesus calls upon Zacchaeus to exercise the ____________ of ________. 
B) Zacchaeus has to __________ and this is compatible with God’s 

______________. 
C) He is also a son of __________, possessing saving faith. 
D) Salvation means that you have _____________ Jesus; Zacchaeus received 

Jesus joyfully (John 1:12) 
 

4) The Visibility of the Fruit that Appears in True Salvation (v.8–9) 
A) This was evidenced by the ________ of salvation and the radical 

_________________ in Zacchaeus. 
B) A ________ change. 
C) A _________ change. 
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Answers: (1) initiative, Jesus, Zacchaeus, Jesus, primary, God’s, dead, distanced, (2) religious, righteous, despised, wicked or vile, barriers, (3) obedience, faith, believe, sovereignty, Abraham, received, (4) fruit, transformation, moral, social Answers: (1) initiative, Jesus, Zacchaeus, Jesus, primary, God’s, dead, distanced, (2) religious, righteous, despised, wicked or vile, barriers, (3) obedience, faith, believe, sovereignty, Abraham, received, (4) fruit, transformation, moral, social 



 

Small Group Questions 
 

REFLECT 

1. Why would everyone in Jericho have disliked Zacchaeus? 

2. Do you think anybody is beyond the reach of grace?  Explain this in light of 

the theological truth of the universality of the offer of salvation.  What are 

some barriers to salvation you or others might set up? 

3. Read Ezekiel 34:11-16 

What does this passage infer about God in light of the sovereignty of God 

in salvation?   Explain this text in light of Jesus’ mission in verse 10. 

4. Review the story of the calling and conversion of Levi (Matthew the tax 

collector) in Luke 5:27-32.  Check the basic outline of the Zacchaeus story 

with the conversion of Levi.  Summarize the similarities between the two 

stories.  What does Jesus do in the conversion narrative?  What do the tax 

collectors do in response to conversion?  How does the home factor into 

both stories?  What are the objections in both stories?  What are the 

pronouncements of Jesus? 

5. How is this story of Zacchaeus a kind of balance to the previous story of 

the rich young ruler? (Luke 18:18-30) 

6. Here Jesus doesn’t tell a parable as he has been doing, like that of the 

prodigal son.  Rather the tax collector himself speaks to Jesus in public.  In 

what ways does Zacchaeus give evidence of his extravagant repentance in 

this story? 

7. What passages of scripture would you go to in order to prove that people 

are profoundly lost i.e. dead in our trespasses and sins and distant from God 

because of our sin? 

 

RESPOND 

If true repentance means turning away from sin and turning towards godliness 

in every area of your life, then what are the prevailing sins in your life, and 

what changes does God want to bring? 
 

 

Small Group Questions 
 

REFLECT 

1. Why would everyone in Jericho have disliked Zacchaeus? 

2. Do you think anybody is beyond the reach of grace?  Explain this in light of 

the theological truth of the universality of the offer of salvation.  What are 

some barriers to salvation you or others might set up? 

3. Read Ezekiel 34:11-16 

What does this passage infer about God in light of the sovereignty of God 

in salvation?   Explain this text in light of Jesus’ mission in verse 10. 

4. Review the story of the calling and conversion of Levi (Matthew the tax 

collector) in Luke 5:27-32.  Check the basic outline of the Zacchaeus story 

with the conversion of Levi.  Summarize the similarities between the two 

stories.  What does Jesus do in the conversion narrative?  What do the tax 

collectors do in response to conversion?  How does the home factor into 

both stories?  What are the objections in both stories?  What are the 

pronouncements of Jesus? 

5. How is this story of Zacchaeus a kind of balance to the previous story of 

the rich young ruler? (Luke 18:18-30) 

6. Here Jesus doesn’t tell a parable as he has been doing, like that of the 

prodigal son.  Rather the tax collector himself speaks to Jesus in public.  In 

what ways does Zacchaeus give evidence of his extravagant repentance in 

this story? 

7. What passages of scripture would you go to in order to prove that people 

are profoundly lost i.e. dead in our trespasses and sins and distant from God 

because of our sin? 

 

RESPOND 

If true repentance means turning away from sin and turning towards godliness 

in every area of your life, then what are the prevailing sins in your life, and 

what changes does God want to bring? 

 


