
The Authority of Jesus 

Luke 20:1-19 

 Theme: The basis for Jesus’ authority and the 
consequences of rejecting that authority. 

1.  The Authority of Jesus questioned vv.1-8 

A) The challenge in the_______: What gives 
you the right?  

B) The challenge of Jesus’ ________ 

2. The Parable on Authority vv.9-16 

A) The imagery of the parable  

    The landowner____________ 

    The tenants______________ 

The vineyard_____________ 

    The Messengers __________ 

B)  The Heart of the Parable v.13-15 

    The murder of the ___________ 

3. A Rejected Stone has become the 
Cornerstone.  Vv.17-18 

1) A stone that makes people ________. 
 

2) B) A stone that ________in judgment. 
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Small group questions 

REFLECT 

1. As we consider the context for this passage, what two things in 
chpt 19:45-48 were demonstrations of Jesus’ authority?  Why 
were these two things a threat to the Pharisees authority? 

2. Why did Jesus turn the conversation to John the Baptist in v.4? 
What were the Pharisees refusing to acknowledge by their reply 
in v.7? 

3. Explain why you think Jesus refused to answer the Pharisees 
question about His authority in v.8. 

4. Read vv. 9-12. Who does the man who planted the vineyard 
represent? Who do the servants sent to collect some of the fruit 
of the vineyard represent?  What does this tell us of God’s 
patience? 

5. Why should the tenants have respected the Son all the more? 
What did the tenants plan instead? How are their actions 
ridiculous? How is this like our society today? 

6. How would you answer the question Jesus asks in v.15 about 
what the owner of the vineyard should do to them? What do we 
deserve for our disobedience and rejection of Christ? 

7. Who are the “others” spoken of in v.16 to whom the vineyard is 
given when the original tenants are destroyed?  Why did the 
people respond with “Surely not!”? 

8. Who is Jesus speaking of when He quotes from Psalm 188:22 
in v.17? Notice how Peter interprets this verse in Acts 4:10-11. 
Who is Peter referring to? See Also Ephesians 2:20.  

9. What is the effect of rejecting Jesus and His Word described in 
v.18?  How does Paul describe the nature of the Jews stumbling 
over Jesus in Romans 9:32? How does Peter describe the 
nature of their stumbling in 1Peter 2:8? 
Read Daniel 2:34 and 44-45. What effect did the stone have on 
the kingdoms of the earth that rejected the authority of God’s 
rules? 

RESPOND 

What is the source of God’s authority in our world today? 
In what ways do we demonstrate a submission to God’s 
authority today? 
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