
The Way of the Cross 

Luke 22:39-23:12 
 

Theme: The way of the cross is a path of suffering and 

submission to the will of the Father.  

  

1) Agony in the Garden (vv.39-53) 

A) Any other ______  

B) Our ______ bearer    

 

2) Peter’s Betrayal (vv.54-65) 

A) A threefold _________ 

B) Design in _________ 

 

3) The Three Trials (22:66 - 23:12) 

A) The ______ of God 

B) The King of the _______ 

C) The __________ of The Lamb 
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 Answers: way, sin, denial, defeat, Son, Jews, Silence Answers: way, sin, denial, defeat, Son, Jews, Silence 



Small Group Questions 

 

REFLECT 

1. Consider the disciple’s words in v.38 and 49. Then consider how many times 

Jesus tells them to pray to not enter temptation. What temptation(s) did Jesus seem 

to anticipate they would face?  

2. In light of Jesus’ teaching, what does the disciples reaction to His arrest in vv49-

50 show about their characters and their understanding of Jesus? What seemed to 

be motivating the disciples’ resistance at this point? See also LK 6:27-36; 9:22-27; 

22:22-38 

3. Explain the significance of Peter’s denial of Jesus in vv.56-62, in light of LK 

22:33 and Mark 8:32-33. 

4. Explain in your own words v.53. What did Jesus mean by “…this is your hour and 

the power of darkness.”? Try reading it in another translation. 

5. Why do you think Peter denied Jesus three times? Is there significance in that 

number? What other series of threes can you find in this passage?   

6. Why do you think Jesus avoided directly answering the Council’s question about 

being the Christ?  

7. Consider also Jesus’ response to the council’s question in v.70. Why do you think 

Jesus didn’t respond more directly and just say “Yes I am.”? Would it have 

changed anything? Hadn’t Jesus already made this claim throughout Luke? Give 

some examples. 

8. Why did Jesus answer Pilate but not Herod?  

 

RESPOND 

How is Peter’s denial sobering to us all? 

How are we often tempted to avoid suffering as we look to follow Christ? 

How do we submit to the Sovereignty of God in the midst of our trials?                         

See 1Peter 2:18-25 
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