
THE BELIEVER’S OBEDIENCE 

 

Philippians 2:12-18 

 

Theme: Paul exhorts the Philippians to be godly 

examples and to live as lights before the world. 

 

1. HARD WORK FUELLED BY GRACE (V.12-13) 

 

Don’t stop obeying God! (V.12a) 

Work out your salvation with reverential awe (V.12b) 

God’s grace is always at work in you. (V.13) 

 

2. WHAT OBEDIENCE LOOKS LIKE (V.14-15) 

 

Stop arguing and complaining (V.14a) 

Be blameless and innocent (V.15) 

Be God’s beacon of light to others (V.15b) 

 

3. OUR LIVES ARE TO BE A JOYFUL WITNESS 

(V.16-18) 

 

We possess the Word of Life!  (v16) 

Our lives are also to be a joyful sacrifice and offering to God. 

(V.17-18) 
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HOME BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does it mean to “work out your salvation”?  

Does this mean that our works have anything to do 

with our salvation/regeneration? (See Rom 5:3-4, 

Eph 2:8) 

 

2. What is the difference between “justification” and 

“sanctification”? 

 

3. As believers we live a “grace fuelled” life.  Discuss 

what this phrase means: “for it is God who works in 

you, both to will and to work”. 

 

4. Have you ever had a tendency to argue and to 

complain about things? In light of God’s sovereignty, 

who are we actually complaining against?  Why? 

 

5. We live in a very sinful, twisted and dark world.  What 

two ways can we show ourselves to be God’s lights to 

the unsaved?  (V.15) 

 

6. How are we to exhibit this life to the world?  What 

powerful instrument do we have in our possession? 

 

7. What made Paul so joyful in his sacrificial service to 

God? 
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