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Sermon Outline
Paul pointed to himself as the ultimate example of a person who had followed the law
as the means of being accepted by God. BUT IT ALL AMOUNTED TO NOTHING!
(V4) “I more” or “Game on! If you want to play this game.”
I. A LIST OF PAUL’S CREDENTIALS (v5-6)
He claimed to possess a superior:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Religious heritage
National heritage
Tribal heritage
Linguistic heritage
Biblical knowledge
Zeal
Righteousness

II. ALL ASSETS HAD BECOME LIABILITIES (v7-8)
Notice first word in v7 “But” – contrast
How? He met Christ!
All that was lost was replaced by something far greater!
1st thought (v7) Greater gain.
2nd thought – (v8a) Greater relationship.
3rd thought – (v8b-9) Greater righteousness.
III. PAUL’S GRAND OBJECTIVE: TO BE FOUND IN HIM (V9)
Our righteousness will “come from the law”, or “come through faith in Christ”. (v9)
What are you trusting in? Ours is an “alien” righteousness. i.e. Not of ourselves and
outside of ourselves, but of Christ.

Bible Study Questions
1. What things did Paul formerly rely upon in order to feel accepted by God?
(3:5-6) In your view, what kind of person was Paul? Describe the character and
attitude he must have possessed. (Acts 9:1-2)

2. Do you think Paul was sincere in what he did? Describe how Paul could have
felt justified by doing and by relying upon these things for salvation.

3. How did Paul change? (Acts 9:3 ff.)

4. What did Paul suddenly realize regarding his assets/liabilities columns? (v7-8)
Do you think it took a long time for Paul to discover this, or did it happen
quickly?

5. What things did Paul discover as possessing far greater value? (v7-9) Why?
What things do we tend to put value in?

6. Every individual will stand before God. (Rom 14:10, 12) What is the one and
only thing that we can trust in for our salvation? (v9b) Where does
righteousness come from? Where does faith come from?

